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Marsh Creek Watershed, and Natural Heritage Institute 

 

City of Oakley Receives Over $1 Million Grant to Improve Marsh Creek in 

Creekside Park  

 
OAKLEY, Calif. – Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman announced $1,067,550 in funding for a 

creek restoration and trail development project in the City of Oakley’s new Creekside Park on Laurel 

Road., which will allow the City of Oakley to restore over 1000 feet of Marsh Creek, plant shade 

trees, construct a creekside nature trail, and build a pedestrian bridge to link the Marsh Creek 

Regional Trail and the newly created Creekside Park.  

 

Marsh Creek flows adjacent to the City of Oakley’s Creekside Park (right). The grant will enable the Creek to be 

incorporated into the park, improving both the Creek and the park. The grant will also enable the construction 

of a pedestrian bridge, linking the East Bay Regional Park District’s Marsh Creek Regional Trail (left) and the 

new park. Creekside Park is currently under construction. 



“We are very pleased to accept this significant grant that will greatly benefit Oakley residents and 

visitors,” said City of Oakley City Councilmember Kevin Romick. “These funds will allow us to put 

the creek in Creekside Park. It will enable us to plant much-needed trees along Marsh Creek, creating 

a shady creekside trail on both sides of the creek and allow the public to access Marsh Creek. The 

project will improve both Marsh Creek and the City’s new park.”  

 

Diane Burgis, coordinator for the Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed and resident of Oakley, said 

“Marsh Creek is an important natural resource that runs right through the City of Oakley. The Creek 

is home to salmon, river otters, turtles, frogs, and numerous birds. This project will improve habitat 

for fish and wildlife, improve water quality in the creek and give local residents a beautiful place to 

appreciate the creek.” The Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed (www.fomcw.org) is a local 

community group open to anyone interested in helping improve the Marsh Creek Watershed. The 

group organizes creek clean up events, monitors water quality and leads walks to look for spawning 

Chinook salmon. 

 

The Natural Heritage Institute worked with the City of Oakley, Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 

and the Contra Costa County Flood Control District to develop a plan for restoring the creek and 

integrating it into the City’s Creekside Park currently under construction at the intersection of Laurel 

Road and Marsh Creek. The plan includes planting trees, adding picnic tables, building a pedestrian 

bridge over Marsh Creek linking the park with the Marsh Creek Regional Trail, and constructing a 

creekside trail in the park, which will be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

The creek restoration project will complement and enhance the existing park features, which include 

a BMX lot, ball fields, tot lot, and picnic area.  

 

Sarah Puckett, Senior Restoration Ecologist with the Natural Heritage Institute, who worked with the 

City of Oakley to write the grant, said “funding to improve Marsh Creek becomes available when 

local cities, agencies and community groups work together. The Resources Agency was impressed 

with the unique partnership between the City of Oakley, Flood Control District, NHI and the Friends 

of Marsh Creek Watershed that will make this project possible.”  Puckett said that “the project would 

not have happened without the leadership and vision of Oakley Councilmember Kevin Romick and 

the hard work of city staff led by City Manager Bryan Montgomery.” 

 

The City of Oakley owns the land for Creekside Park and the Flood Control District owns the Marsh 

Creek channel and adjacent banks. Flood Control agreed to let the City use their property for the park 

and to plant trees if the City agreed to maintain it. Marsh Creek doesn’t have any trees because it is 

maintained to handle large floods, and trees decrease the capacity in the creek to handle flood waters. 

In order to plant trees, the Marsh Creek channel needs to be widened to make room for both trees and 

flood waters. This grant will provide funding to excavate the Marsh Creek channel to create enough 

room to plant trees along the creek and safely convey flood waters. 

 

Mitch Avalon, Deputy Director of the Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District, said “this project supports Flood Control’s long-range vision of converting traditional flood 

control channels into more natural systems. This project is a great partnership that will improve 

riparian habitat and still provide flood protection for the City of Oakley.” 

 

The grant, made possible through Proposition 50 and the California River Parkways Program. 

Proposition 50, the Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act, was 

approved by the voters in 2002.  In addition to announcing funding for the Oakley project, Chrisman 

http://www.fomcw.org/


also announced funding for 19 other river parkway projects throughout the state. Total funding 

equals $20.5 million. 

 

“Working to restore, preserve and improve watersheds benefits all Californians,” said Secretary 

Chrisman.   

 

 
 

 



 
 


